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(*) um ramo da filosofia que se debate com a compreensão humana e a interpretação de textos escritos
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• “Computer Science is the study of computers and 
what they can do – the inherent powers and 
limitations of abstract computers, the design and 
characteristics of real computers, and the 
innumerable applications of computers to solving 
problems.” (*)

* National Research Council of the National Academies, USA
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simplificação
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Art refers to useful practices of a field.
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There’s too much noise in the way
– Rebuttal: Fortunately, benchmarking can 

be used to simplify variables and answer 
questions

– Benchmarks 
– allow repeatable and objective comparisons
– aids in identifying promising approaches and 

discarding poor ones
– Experiments involving humans also 

repeatable
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Experimentation will slow progress
– Rebuttal: Increasing the ratio of papers 

with meaningful validation has a good 
chance of actually accelerating progress

– Good conceptual papers will continue to 
be published

– Need to get beyond assertion
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Technology changes too fast
– Rebuttal: If a question becomes 

irrelevant quickly, it is too narrowly 
defined and not worth spending a lot of 
effort on.

– Probe for fundamental and not the 
ephemeral
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You’ll never get it published
– Rebuttal: Smaller steps are still worth 

publishing because they improve our 
understanding and raise new questions

– Non-theoretical journals and 
conferences accept papers on solid 
experimentation

– Respectable experimentalists articulate 
how their systems contribute to our 
knowledge
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